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The snake was 
-« killed due to its poison апа 
the benign Dumuhi was spared. 
S 211 If I abandon my poison-like 
x ss, angernobody will disturb me. All 
а quarrels in this world are 
caused by pride and anger. 
Straight-forward and 
forgiving persons are 
loved by all. 
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Harik, 


ire of his sorrow. 


With the blessings of a guru Harikesh Bal, the object of everyone's hatred, N 
finds the path of austerities. He conquers his anger. Conquering his faults, he § 
one day becomes an austere shraman (ascetic) venerated by gods. People in- 
fested with their caste-prejudice slight and insult Muni (ascetic) Harikesh Bal. 
The forgiving Muni influences these people with his tolerance, knowledge, and 
power of austerities, and shows them the true path. Removing casteism, he furls 
the flag of the victory of austerities, renunciation, and self-discipline at a promi- Ў 
nent center of religion like Varanasi. 


ji 


This story, presented in interesting style, is based on the Jain scripture 3 
Uttaradhyayan Sutra and its commentary. The importance of Jain principle of the. § 
good deeds and not of caste has immensely helped towards welfare of humanity. 


The story has been written by the famous restorer of pilgrimage centers 
Kalyanak Tirthoddharak Acharya Shrimad Vijaya Nityanand Surishvar ji-:M. We Ñ 
are indebted to him for this favour. Many of the picture stories of this series have 3 
reached our readers through his inspiration only. 
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| On the dry sandy banks of the Ganges was a filthy 
settlement of poor people. Their livelihood was selling hides 
| and bones of.dead animals and picking clothes and other 
leftovers of the dead from the cremation 


г 


|] Gauri was the name of his wife. The name of 
their son was Bal. He was very crooked, ugly 


and black. : 
| | 
| оп ! Wait, » 
- I will just Г) 
Е p.serve. . ( 


Ma ! Quickly “Е 

' give me some- WV 
thing to eat. | have | 
to go to play with 
neighbourhood 


ES. (L5 
$. X fu co 
Bi T AY 


Bal gobbled his food. 


.|In the nearby ground the neighbourhood boys were: Go and see your © 
ayings Вайсате to then Saida QV ИРА ды face in the Ganges 
1 Play, and with ^W | first. How dirty and 
you ? Hey blacky ugly it is. CHIH! ' 
! Go away ! j .CHIH ! 


All boys starte 


These nasty comments from the boys made Бои” Nol You quarrel 
ois TE — with everyone. When 
Why do SA Ww 4 your nostrils flare in anger 
you call те АРБА И you look like the buffalo of 
Blacky ? KZA | Y Yamaraj*. We even hate 
Will you not ES \ to stand near you. 


Some naughty Boys started hitting Bal with sticks. Bal was mulish: he 
endured the beating— пря Tm XN WUE Mere tiatetne 
H NT I wil not move 04 beating ! Still want = 
from here. | will: ^ 
pelt stones at 


# The god of death in Sanatan pantheon whose vehicle is buffalo. 2 


Нагікеѕ Bal 


He started pelting stones at the ) 
| Take it! How NA 
do you like ? 


Bal complain 


A 


together 
peacefully 
and let Bal 


See, how dirty) _ 
No ! He spits | and torn is 
at us and ; М | his dress. |me dirty. Wait, 
| ША | will show 


Harikesh Bal 


| ‘very one in the slum, young or old, hated and taunted Bal for his repulsive appearance. 

This hateful and insulting treatment made him lose his temper. In anger he abused. 
'everyone and pelted stones. Already repulsive Bal appeared like a demon when he stomped 

and waved his hands with.eyes.burping,red in anger. 

NOS p i y N Bal! Why do you 
quarrel ! Go and 
play alone. —@ 


| will see 
you all. 


í Ў B ——: Г LAS e : Ny ban 3 
Day and night Bat witheanger due to this hateful and insulting 
treatment he got from everyone. р 


One day, perched high on a tree, he was watching the boys play. Suddenly the boys started 


т 


i i 


к! Blacky Ñ 


Loo 


E 
„Оһ! Again calling 

z \\ me Blacky. Let, 
EA E 


Harikesh Bal 


When Bal looked down he А little later a thick snake came out of another 


i $ UP $ 


were hi 


£ 


| d а No ! Why kill it. It 
ns O 9 IS / Another Blacky is Dumuhi*. It does 
a black cobra. has come. Kili E ( 
Very poisonous. JN | i not bite. Leave it. 
Its bite causes J ES NT : Let it go. 


ч) 


From the tree, Bal was watching all this. His . 
fists, tight in anger, relaxed. He was lost in - 
h Я » nd E k of Pe 


It is a snake but not 
BM poisonous. It is harm- 

Isitnota MSN less. It neither hisses Do people kill 
snake ? Д9 nor bites. No need only that which 
: VS RR to be afraid of it. is poisonous 
and angry ? 


Ci 


awe 


“The old man lifted the Dumuhi and 
left it near a distant drain. — — 


# A non-poisonous snake whose tail also looks like its head. 5 


Harikesh Bal 


e gave a serious thought іо | |He looks at the pieces of | With these thoughts Bal дой- 
Bis. incident wmm the dead snake— ; ldown from the tree— 
Is this a common WEAR 
happening in this world. 
People kill only those who 


harm others. Does no one 
kill an innocent.? 


My neighbours cut the ^ People beat me 
poisonous snake to pieces and insult me, why ? 

and the non-poisonous Because | also 
Dumuhi moves around misbehave with them. 
` | abuse them. If like this 
Dumuhi I too get rid of 
my anger, nobody. will 

beat me. Everyone 
will love me. 


Bal sat down cross-legged at the same spot and | |n Hastinapur lived a very handsome priest 
thought calmly. During the process he became called Somdatt— j | = 
ware of his ear n dents е € 
irom Watini — 7 ESI nappea 
w7 Y _ ] -o Ø Somdatt is 
ДХ very handsome 
but he is very 
short tempered 
and jealous, Не 
quarrels with and {f 
hates every on / 


VE 


given him the 
name Somdatt ? 
He should be 
named Rudradattt, 
the fireball of 
jealousy. 


Harikesh Bal 


Once a muni* came to Hastinapur. It was a 
summer afternoon with scorching sun. While 
looking for alms for breaking his month long 
fast he came to Somdatt’s house. Seeing a 
shraman Somdatt was afire with envy— 


ing atthe gate the shraman 
/ Yes ! | will have some 
fun today. ! will put this 
shraman on this abandoned 
path. He will be in great pain 


кеа 


Gentleman ! 

Which path leadsÁ 

Шо the city 2.44 
VES A 


Why has 
: when he walks barefoot on 
this shraman this hot sand for some 

1 time. Soon he will faint „< 


come here ? 
ysa i 


and fall down. 


Somdatt sent the muni on the sandy path. The 
simple ascetic took that path. This path was 
known as Hutavaha (path of fire). Somdatt 
watched with curiosity from the end of the path— 
So im Yes ! Now the muni 
will fumble and 
№ fall. | will have 


Oh ! What is this? 
He moves slowly and 
calmly. Why his feet are 
not scorched? Has the 
and become cold ?4 

х A) 


# This muni or Jain ascetic was king Shankh of Mathura. He had renounced his kingdom and started 
rigorous austerities after getting initiated. He was an accomplished and serene sage. 7 


у | i E drm Bal 


4 Неу! ! What is this ? _ 

р 2e 99 This sand has become 
so cold as if someone 

has sprinkled water. 

Surprising ! Indeed, it 

$ should be the effect of 

\ the power of austerities 

of the muni. 
2 


115 the duty of a 
t shraman to forgive 
о the it! “99 all. You should also 
grog Sumi 444 acceptthe religion of 
Please forgive me. Е. forgiveness. No one 
I gravely misbe- E N will have evil intent 4 
haved with you. : 


‘Even after getting initiated, Somdatt was proud 
of two things. One, his appearance and two, his| | This shraman is a 
higher caste (Brahmin). He enjoyed looking аі | 'shudra*. The other one 
his reflection in his water bowl— 4 tóo is from some low 
| ‚ Lam more hand- № caste. My Brahmin 
» some than all these 4 Icasie j 
shramans. How fair 4 
is my complexio! ny 
__ Leer 


# Lower caste. 
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Harikesh Bal 


One day the guru advised Som muni— 


E Som muni! Itis not proper 
for a shraman to be proud of 
t his own physical appearance 
! в аш [= and insult others. The castes like 
of his beauty and Yer © | МАЯ Г Brahmin or Shudra are of this 
caste. He belittles ; = 2 338 body only. Soul has no caste. А 
other ascetics. 5 Ы \ 2222 


But Som muni could not get rid of his pride. 
Even the gains of his austerities and spiritual 
practices were nullified by his pride. After death 
reincarnated as a god. 


After the life as 


a god | was reborn in 
this slum as mother 
Gauri's son. 


ernational 


Harikesh Bal 


Balclosedhiseyes and? The snake was 


|While remembering his past births, Bal's soul 
|. |awakened— = "e 
'-| Oh! | destroyed my. \ 
-V austerities through my pride. | 
| № due to pride that | am born 

in this poor family, with so 
ugly and repulsive appearance ¢ 

and demon-like angry 
| temperament. 


and the benign 
Dumuhi was 


idm. ES 


my poison-like anger 
nobody will disturb “4 
me. All quarrels in this 
world are caused by 
pride and anger. 
Simple and forgiving 
persons are loved 


ui 


Ва! орепес . There was no anger ог 
hatred on his face. His eyes were filled with love 
for everyone. He joined,bis palms and said— 


Hey ! What has 
" happened to Ba! 
Brother ! | { ^ |today ? Why that 
request you >} angry Bal has 
all to forgive ed meek and 
me. | have ay 77^ 
abused you 
much. | have 
cursed you 


hood сате and shook him— 
W^ Hey blacky ! What 
/ has happened to 
\you ? You are here 

"since lorig. Are 

7 | ^or H C р 


Young Bal, lost in his thoughts, sat а 
_| Spot for hours. Theggpildren and youth o 
UN eighbo 


———— T 


about this 


happened to 


/ 


Harikesh Ва! `1! 


Elders also came there- МИЫ 
— s - | i : 


| 


What brought y 


У complete change 
in Bal ? What has 


| request every- 
one to please 


9 forgive me. Today 
| my inner eye has 


ых 


"i BY knowledge. Now q 


| a 
I 
OS 
es 


have acquired NK 


will go to the jungle 
and practice 
austerities 


Саип сате running- ! Ma ! | have learnt a 
TN + truth today. People only 
Bal ! What is the kill him who is poisonous. 
matter, son! How ) Nobody kills a non-poisonou 
long you are sitting | опе. | have destroyed my 
here ? Come, inner poison. Anger, pride, 
let's go home. hatred, and jealousy are the 
inner poisons, Today | a 
free of them. 


eA ne 
> | [And he immediately left for the forest on ihe рана 
jofthe Ganges. The crowd sile 


that Bal has 
truly acquired 
knowledge. 
Now he will 


NE. never return. 


Harikesh Bal 


O great saint ! 
‘Please show те 
the path of bliss. | 
A want to practice 


es in desolate jungles. M 


ascetic Harikesh Bal. 
First of all win over 
your anger, pride, and 
evil feelings. Practice 
austerities, meditatio 


Harikesh Hal 


Due to the influence of his austerities, even" 
violent wild animals came and sat near him. 
Ascetic Harikesh Bal practiced vigorous 
austerities for many years. One day he thought— 


| should test 
if | have been able 
to destroy my anger 
апа pride. 


| 


Who is he ? 
Has he come 
to worship me ? 
But he never 
perform any ritual 
like doing arati, 
burning a lamp, 
or offering food. f 


# А type of lower gods. 


This ascetic stands statue-like 
in meditation under the tree. Has 
he come to seek some boon ? Does 
he want to remove me from this 
place ? Alright, before he does 
SO, | will make him run away. 


In order to. frighten the ascetic 
the yaksh produced his fearsome 
laughter and presented his || ae I Oh ! He is a great 
пра ens И | Oh ! He is hermit. The worship of 
GQ 1| not disturbed such sages leads 
| to bliss. 


|» i 


Ld 


Once princess Bhadra came for worsh 


elle no 


he looks ! Who 
is this ? Why he 
stands in front of 


Harikesh Bal 


After some time the princess opened her eyes. 

She turned insane and gave a foolish. grin. She 

pounded her head with her palms, disheveled her 

hair, gave a mad laughter, and jumped and danced 

waving her hands— = 
d С. at 2 mo 


Atter these insulting words, the moment she 
turned the puja-plate in her hands fell down. She 
fainted and fell on the ground. The maids cried— 


Я Who am! ? Who 
are you ? Why 
j have you come 


LAT 


E B 
| 
Oh ! What hasy 


d E to 
(“Ss \the princess ! 


Even 8-10 maids failed to hold and control her. 
The guards helped bring her under some control 
and the king. was informed. Doctors also came 
rushing. ; 


Hearme.lam  . 
Gandi Tinduk yaksh. This 
foolish girl has insulted a 

great sage and rudelv 
spit on him. She has 
committed a crime. M 


№. as 
Witch-doctors were also called but all 
efforts were in vain. 


s No. Her wrong 
O Divine one! “ doing is unpardonable. 
Please forgive her. That is why | turned 
her mad. 


aid— 


Alright, you will 
have to marry her 
to the ascetic she 
insulted. Then only 
she can be saved. 


| am prepared to do 
anything. | only want 
to save the life of my 
daughter. If she dies, 
| will also die. 


Shedding tears the king and queen sought 
the yaksh’s pardon. 


Alright, now 


; 3 get her ready as a } happened to 
bride and gift her tog me. Why you 


/ 


the ascetic. 4 ИА а! stand 


a 


Daughter ! You committed a 
grave mistake by insulting a great 


` sage. You will have to atone that 


^Y 


otherwise the yaksh will 


\ 


Harikesh Bal 


They persuaded the princess and adorned her like a bride. The king and his family came to 
Tinduk jungle with a.lot of dowry and gifts accompanied by band and music. The king brought 


C 


А - p 
O great sage ! This 
ignorant girl has gravely 
insulted you. You are great and 
- |compassionate. Please forgive 
her sin and accept her 
as your wife. 


Ascetic Hari 


ip № |Oking!lhave renouncedN У 
“< | О embodiment Y all worldly relationships. | 
| des da of austerities! | | aman ascetic under the 
you say ? Neither Whatever this girl || | vow of celibacy. All women 
someone insulted has done was out || | inthe world are like mother Z 
me nor am | angry of ignorance. She is . or daughter to me. | have 
at anyone. | immature. Please j nothing to do with your 
f accept her. dips 


Harikesh Bal 


The ascetic explained about his vow and said— 


ik 


The king narrated the inci 
yaksh and added— 
This was the condition \% 
put forth by the yaksh for | - 
Sparing the life-of ту ; 
daughter. We have 
accepted it. My daughter | 
also accepts you as 
her husband _— 
ax 4 | 


Е = S 


dent as told by the 


Yes, my ' 
ord ! Please 4 
O king ! From 
my side you 
all are free 
of your com- 


Sire ! You may * 

donate the girl, }" 
abandoned by the 
ascetic, to some 
Brahmin. _ 


he king asked the priests- 
What do we do to \ 

"| the girl assigned to N 
o the ascetic ? Who ZA 
will accept her ? 9 


The great sage has ¥ 
forgiven you all. You are 
free to take your 


— 


Harikesh Bal 


The king married the princess to the state priest Rudradev. Ev 


То celebrate the 
| moving in and 
also 


Let me go to 
the yajna 
pavilion today 
to break my 
fast. 


# The Vedic rite of offerings to deities. 


Harikesh Bal 


Bu ETT dne ilion saw the ascet The muni stopped on the spot and looked at 
Sie Brahmins In sioe sit =: -] | them calmly. At that moment that yaksh en- 


ATT 


Ё ДС 
У 


Some Brahmins with sticks in their hands stopped him- 


NOSE 

Haven't you seen Dare not spoil VII 

your ghost like face. 7 this pious ground N 

have come ji _| |Науе you picked these | with your dirty їееї. й 
seeking 3 | | tattered rags from a Who invites ene 
rd garbage heap. How Bip 

dare you step on this 

pious ground ? 


pum n aeee 


A Harikeslt Bal 


The yaksh in the ascetic's boc у 3: 


Gentlemen ! | ат a 
shraman who has Y 
renounced household | 


If you could only give 


j T and lives on alms. You are 
'| distributing a lot of food. 


me 


Idiot ! You are trying 


a little from the 


O Brahmin ! Those 
to teach me. Only the || Brahmins who are 


scholarly Brahmins are 


world. Dirt like you 
is worst than a 
trash-can. | 


without true knowl- 
edge and conduct, 
and whose life is 
filled with violence, 
untruth, anger and 
pride are not 
sources of piety. 


At that moment host Rudradev arrived. 
When he saw the ugly ascetic in rags he 
lost his temper and said— 

— О Rudradev ! 


As a farmer sows 
seeds in good as well 
as bad part of his land, 
you should also donate 
food to a shraman with 

devotion. For such 
giving is a source 
of merit. 


m— — 


This food is only “т 
for Brahmins and Y 
not for lowly people 
like you. Get out / 


These words of the ascetic acted as fuel for the 
anger of Rudradev. He stepped ahead— 
| O great Brahmin! 
Abandon your anger 
| and ego and think for a 
| moment. It is not the 
appearance or family of 
to rot rather than Miis that mattered is 
give it to an unholy sacrifice that matters. 4 
person like уои. «& iveste 


Stop this nonsense. 
| will prefer this food 


Harikesh Bal 


Many students and cooks from the kitchen, and 
А - иным | teachers came rushing brandishing sticks, canes, 
Hey ! Is there qu s rods, large spoons etc. They started beating the 


| someone who can thrash I". | | ascetic with whatever they could lay hands on. 
this impostor with sticks 5 све : = 


and throw him out. Hold 
"À him from the neck and 


(Beat him’ ^c 
! 


Beat him 
TN 


On reaching there, Bhadra stopped 
udradev and said— Е i 


í S ues - ~ a mee My lord ! What is 
Stop it ! Keep your WES | this ? This is the same 
PM cool, young Brahmins. NUS LE | great ascetic in whose 
Why do you commit such [ ON е 59 service аге many gods, 
х ЕЯ | OW demons, and yakshas. 
y father had offered 

meto him, but he 
. rejected me. ^ NIE 


Harikesh Bal 


By insulting an ascetic you 
are inviting your death. Why 
knowingly break your head on 
a rock. Why jump into a raging 
fire. If this hermit gets angry 
he will burn the whole 
world in an instant. 


J 


he around and v 
|) 


Harikesh Bal І 
ooking at the terrible condition of his men, Rudredev got nervous. Along with Bhadra he approached 


"m Ч — 
О great sage ! We № 
have insulted you | 
out of ignorance. 


Bhadra and Rudradev fell at the feet o 
Bal responded TS = = orte 
Г Gentleman | 
have no aversion WP x it the 
or anger for you. в / po this miserable сопа м 
Relax and have ‚ = S tion. Please forgive 
/ 3 p $ | 
no fear. g 


_ Lady ! All this O great man! We all are 
IS not my doing. ignorant fools. Please have 
a has been done | mercy on us. We seek refuge 


| by my devotee, | at your pious feet. 
the yaksh of А 
Tinduk tree. 


li 


7 


| 


LARS a 
29 
A Y W A 


Harikesh Bal 


Seeing Rudradev begging forgiveness from the 
ascetic, the yaksh in the.sky waved his hand. All 


TU VY - 


С great sage ! W О Brahmins ! Neither 
Food is ready т \ | was angry due to your 


our yajna-pavilion. "m 
а hanmi Tio ill-treatment nor am | 


Oh ! What 


1194 © 
happenedto / е з Craw x 


you accepts Ё pleased by your praise. 
something, the ЛА | dwell т my equanimity. 
remaining food /Z If it pleases you to 

will turn into. < offer me alms | will 


adev explained everything the 
iveness from the ascetic. 


The ascetic entered the yajna pavilion. As Soon as he accepted food the sky was filled with sounds of 
divine drums and music. The gods showered flow gold and silver coins. 


terere. 


: See ! The glory of 
austerities is evident today. 
Austerities and vows, and not 
the caste, are important 


| 


Harikesh Bal 


The chief priest pointed at the ascetic and said— 


a See the divine influence) 
"mpm | of ascetic Harikesh Bal 
ИИ" | from the Shvapak elan“. 
Dou SA Even gods аге in his 
НАА ЧАШЕ attendance. 


All around Varanasi people talked about this— 


Biother! Did уои \ |, Yes, brother! What. 
seethepowerof | | the ascetic has said is, 
austerities. Ascetic | | indeed, true. Itis not the 
Напке аа clan but the austerities 
he Shvapak се is and conduct that is 


| \ important in life. Man is 
revered today even Д \great for his austerities 4 


дапа good deeds ang 


s yajna-priests, teachers, and 


O great ascetic venerated by 
| gods! Please tell us what is the true 
| yajna ? How do we perform that yajna ? 


What are the places of merits, donation f 
\ to whom leads to well-being ? What is J 


# In ancient times the people of this clan cooked and ate dog-meat. 


O Brahmins ! Consider your 
soul to be the sacrificial-pyre of 
the yajna. It is filled with the fire of 
austerities. The offerings are pious 
thoughts and deeds. A person endowed 


№ with pious conduct and discipline 


called a true Brahmin. 


—À ——— 


| 15 
чри 


Harikesh Bal 


One who pacifies his 
passions and takes a dip at . 
the peaceful banks of celibacy 
in the pond of religion filled with | 
the water of pious sentiments | 
IgE] always remains pure. Austerities, 
self-control, equanimity, 
А piety, meditation, and purity 
М of thought are essential for 
purity of soul. 


Thus after giving the message of truth, good conduct and ahimsa, ascetic Hi 
returned into the jungle. He left his earthly abode after years of SEU 
practices by taking the ultimate vow. 


THE MESSAGE : JS. : VET 
.  . This story, popularly known as Harikeshiya, is from the 12th chapter of 


L ttaradhyayan Sutra. The message of this story is that one who does pious deeds 
excels in life. The pride of clan or family is worthless. There is a similar story, Matang 
* tak, in the fourth part of the Buddhist Jatak. Both the stories refute casteism and 


E 


[es tablish the supremacy ‹ of austerities, pious deeds, and good conduct. 


 Harikesh Bal 


hear the murmur 

of the flowing river, 
see the slanting 

drizzle and feel the | = © 
caressing wind? E = м ® 
Theweatheris Æ M аА ; 

\ very pleasant. 4A ERR 5 


N ( | : A Se мА wil улэ 
EP о < У Yes, my lord ! | 
К must have 
| rained heavily. 
The water level 
\ in the river is 
. rising. 


Hey!Insuch ‘Yok Sire ! He appears 5 | a 
weather what that MW to be an aged man. SR); Look there. A 


| He may be collecti NS - | 
My у c man is standing at the 
! river-bank and picking 


p". floating wood from 
Ам the river. : Я > 
& something. Quietly find | 


Harikesh Bal 


After collecting logs of wood the old man left. 
The guards followed hi [ 


Poor man. 
He must have 
come to collect 


Ín the morning the guards informed the 


Sire ! That 
old man lives in a 
large mansion. We 
couldn't find who 


d. — 
UU 


‘Oh ! This is | 


The guards shadowed the old man. The old 
man arrived at a large mansion, opened the 
gate and went in. 


— 


Is this his house 
or has he entered for 


stealing ? Let's wait / 


for some time. 


When the old man didn't come out even after 
long, the guards put a mark on the house and 


The guaras came to the mansion and knocked. 


ry т ещ 
the same King 
old man. He / Shrenik has 
appears to summoned 
be the owner | you. Please 


of the house./\come with us./ 
E ч д 


j 


What ! Are 


| you sure you 
i 


f | ure you. 

f merchant who маза ) т | bere т 

at the river-bank Be A at а 

Ip | during the night ANN AJ IL. 
| 


f 


de 


22. 7^ Merchant! e : Ed 
: rom the forest 
ecu ia comes floating in the 
d? 4 river. Often some logs 
S00: of costly sandal-wood 
are also found. | collect 
and sell that wood. 


Yes, Sire ! My 
name is Mamman 
merchant. It was | who 
was collecting wood 
^. at the river-bank. 


— R— 


But и Sire ! | have a 
в, о pair of oxen. One horn 
ave no of one oxen remains 

dearth of 


|incomplete. | am completing 
that second horn of that 
ox with whatever amount 
| earn by selling 
sandal-wood. _ 


mW mao TiN 


„wealth 


| were NN 


| | 
= 


Harikesh Bal 


О merchant ! | 
don’t understand | Л а? À v | 
what you say. What 58 AM | Sire! To “SS 
EE. OT XI VO "e Ч understand this 
have ? How are 11 Ы Б E | kindly come to 
‚ you making the | iy home Then 


Next day King Shrenik and.queen Chelana came to Mamman merchant's home. It was а huge build- 

ing. The royal couple was astonished to see the grandeur. | 

7 Sire ! Please 
come inside 


I 1 
the house. [io We 


have come 
just to see уоиг 
oxen. Where 
are they ? 


inside this grand Poa wil have to go y 
mansion !! : down into the 
cellar through this 
concealed door. 
Please be careful... 


À Pp 


Harikesh Bal 


he merchant opened the secret gate. The royal couple climbed down into the cellar. The whole cellar 
tof diamonds and gem stones. : 
Sire ! Look ! These are 
the two golden oxen. They 
are studded with diamonds, 
pearls, and rubies. One horn 
of one of these oxen is 


| wealth ! And with ) 
this miserly 
erchant ! 


Yes, sire ! My last 
Sire ! | made this pair of Merchant ! Do desire is to complete this 
oxen with all the wealth | had. you risk your life pair. Just a few days 
Only the upper portion of a just to complete labour is involved now 
horn is incomplete. this horn ? i 


Yes, sire ! 
dh 1 The merchant's 
Queen ! Did you Чт astonishing pair of 
see ? It is possible М ds "1 oxen has revealed 


to satisfy the hunger of № the secret of life 
stomach but not one's i 


cravings. All the 
suffering in this 
world is caused 


Wealth never brings satisfaction. The алаа of desires always remains empty. 
And it is because of cravings that man suffers. ... 


FIFTEEN PROHIBITED 
TRADES (1) 


Anand Shramanopasak discarded fifteen professional 
activities while accepting the seventh vow of limiting the articles of 
use (Upbhog-paribhog Pariman Vrat). Those fifteen trades are as 
under- 

(1) Angar karm—Such trades wherein fire, fuel or coal is 
mostly used is called Angar karm. To start a brick-kiln or cement 
factory fall in this category. 


(2) Van karm—To get cut big trees. To obtain contract of 
clearing the forest. 


(3) Shakat karm—To manufacture and sell different types of 
carts and carriages for carrying passengers or goods. 


(4) Bharee karm— To under trade of giving bullocks, camels, 
mules and the like on hire. 


(5) Sphotan karm— Profession of mining, stone quarry. 


—Upasak-dasha, Ch. 1, Sutra 51 
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